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DOUBLE UP One of the home's most
striking featuresis its two-story great
room, which is punctuated by a floor-to-
ceiling black steel fireplace and flooded
with light thanks to the wall of windows.
The Dacek tribe (along with dog, Lily) can
oft be found all together there, eating,
cleaning horse tack or reading.

Dacek even drove a U-Haul to Eugene to pick up her cabinetry. “And Oregon has no sales tax, so for a big ticket item like that, it

saves a lot.” On her way home she stopped on the side of the highway to buy vintage barnwood she found on Craigslist, shoved it on
top of the cabinets and later installed it tongue and groove—after learning to use a chop saw—at the home’s entry.

Dacek was sensitive to leaks where project money could be saved or wasted. “Every day, the kids and | would clean up the construc-
tion site. Over the life of the project, I spent less than $600,” she said of the chore that can typically run upward of $2,000 per month.

Choosing finishes in the home was a bugetary balancing act. For example, the kitchen island is the largest piece of Silestone available,
a splurge, whereas the kitchen's glass backsplash was just $80. The floor-to-ceiling black metal fireplace—built around a wood burning
stove that heats the home—is a focal point. Dacek found a former shipyard welder from Poulsbo who forged the panels for just $3,500.

Like all good stories, luck played its part. Dacek had contracted with Chad Gresham to drill her well but after four days of boring,
he'd gone 360 feet into the earth and was getting just a trickle. With only two 20-foot lengths of pipe remaining, Dacek said Chad was
a bit worried. “If that didn't work, we would have to build a well house with reserve tanks.” Finally, ar 398 feet, just two feet shy of its
reach, the drill hit water, pumping 55 gallons per minute. The well is one of the island’s deepest, its pristine water coming all the way
from the Olympic mountain range, making its way through aquifers beneath the Puget Sound to the property.
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